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Superintendent’s Welcome 


Welcome  to the 2023 Annual Stakeholders Report for Uinta County School 


District Four. This report provides information regarding our district wide accomplishments, 


district strategic plan, student achievement and finances. Please take some time to read 


through this report and let us know how we can better serve you and the children in our 


community. We take very seriously the huge responsibility we play in educating the children in 


our community and we understand the positive impact we can have on their lives each and 


every day. Let’s work collaboratively to ensure that all children in our district receive an 


outstanding education in hopes of preparing them for a successful future. Through teamwork, 


communication, and mutual support we can overcome the many difficulties that the world 


presents as we try to prepare our children for adult life. 


Accomplishments and Topics of Interest 


 Below are the new certified staff in Uinta 4 for the 2023-24 school year, with their 
respective assignments: 


 
Veronica Callister 
Math 


 
Jesse Hawk 
Art 


 
Kim Hilderbrand 
Kindergarten 


 
Lyndee McKown 
Music 


    


 
Ashley Robbins 
Special Education 


 
Denise Seitz 
3rd Grade 


 
Sara Way 
4th Grade 


 
Shad Hamilton 
Special Education 
Director 
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 Retirees Bambi Argyle, Rhonda Behunin, Jim Hickey, Julie Hickey, Geri Nelson and Sherri 
Stucki were honored at the 2023 Chamber of Commerce Banquet for their amazing 
contribution to the entire school community over many years. They truly made an impact 
that will ripple through eternity. Pictured below are the retirees along with Superintendent 
Newton and MVES Principal Bill Erickson. 


 


 At the December 2022 Board of Trustees meeting, the Board elected the following 
members to fill these specific offices and duties for the upcoming year: 


Chairman ............................................Kelly Carpenter 


Vice-Chairman ....................................Aaron Rudy  


Clerk ...................................................Dale Madsen 


Treasurer ............................................Charlotte Black 


Legislative Contacts ...........................Charlotte Black, Brian Tims and Dale Madsen 


Uinta 4 BOCES Representatives .........Aaron Rudy and Brian Tims 


Rec Board Representatives ................Aaron Rudy, Dale Madsen and Charlotte Black 


Region V BOCES Representative ........Kelly Carpenter 


Facility Committee Members.............Kelly Carpenter and Brian Tims 


 The school district completed many major facility maintenance projects this past summer. 
Most notably, we completed the second and final phase of replacing sidewalks at Mountain 
View High School, installed LED lights in the Mountain View High School practice gym, and 
repaired the lift station at the high school. The floors in both of our buildings are shining 
brightly, the carpets in both buildings are freshly shampooed and the football field and 
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grounds have never looked better. Many thanks to the maintenance and custodial staff for 
their hard work this summer. It is greatly appreciated. 


 State law requires every other year Uinta 4 conducts an annual facility planning meeting 
with the School Facilities Department (SFD). In this annual meeting the SFD and the school 
district review our property profiles, building leases, building enhancements, enrollment 
projections, building condition scores, building security, and major maintenance needs. This 
meeting was in January of 2023 and things went well. 


Mountain View High School will continue to require systematic, regular maintenance due to 


its age. Our new K-8 building remains in great shape and only needs preventative 


maintenance work at this point. Overall, the district office, bus barn, and high school are 


considered to be in very good condition. Therefore, there are no plans at this time to 


replace any of these facilities. 


 At our May 2019 board meeting, the Board of Trustees approved ALICE (Alert- Lockdown- 
Inform- Counter- Evacuate) as our school safety program. The systematic training for this 
program was conducted throughout the entire 2019-20 school year until the COVID public 
health emergency required school buildings to close. During the 2020-21 school year, our 
drills were very limited due to the desire to maintain social distancing and focus on COVID 
management with the hopes of keeping our schools open for in-person instruction all year. 


 


We returned to normal with our ALICE training and drills during the 2nd semester of the 


2021-22 school year and we once again will conduct monthly drills during the 2023-24 


school year. 


As a reminder, the training for all staff members consists of three components: 


Component 1 – eLearning Online Course (Staff): This is the foundation for how all our 


staff are trained in ALICE strategies and learn how to respond to a Violent Intruder. 


eLearning is tracked and monitored to see who has taken the online course and 


successfully completed the test at the end. This test serves as a compliance metric. This 


course is self-paced. This ensures that all staff have received the same consistent 


training and they test their knowledge after the course. The recommendation is that the 


course is completed by every employee prior to running any drills or scenarios led by 


our Certified Instructors. The eLearning component is a multi-year course that puts our 


staff down a progressive learning path and helps build a long-term, sustainable program 
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for the district. Our staff has completed the eLearning component each fall since of 


August 2019. 


Component 2 - Instructor led drills/scenarios (Instructor): Ben Carr, Bill Erickson, Jeff 


Newton and Tarl Van Dusen attempt to bring the real life training and scenarios into the 


schools. We hope to train to the level of reality to increase situational awareness for 


staff and students and to help staff and student become more comfortable and fluid in 


school safety strategies. We do monthly drills that are discussed with student and 


parents prior to implementation to help raise awareness and reduce anxiety for both 


students and parents. We focus on age-appropriate drills and use local law enforcement 


as a resource. These four individuals became ALICE certified instructors by completing a 


3-day course in Lawrence, Kansas and Evanston, Wyoming. 


Component 3 – Organizational Certification: This is the policy/procedure and 


documentation phase. We are eligible to become school and district certified. Included 


in this certification is ALICE’s 120+ page implementation guide which includes policy and 


procedure templates for our use. 


It is very exciting to utilize this pro-active, research-based strategy for improving the safety 


of our students. 


 At the January board meeting, the Board of 
Trustees approved the 2023-24 calendar 
for Uinta County School District 4. We will 
be on a 161-student day alternative 
calendar that allows the district to 
strategically not schedule school on the 
Fridays that we know we will have high 
student and staff absences due to school 
activities. The district calendar can be 
viewed on the district website, here. 


  



https://www.uinta4.com/calendars
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 Below are the student attendance rates for the 2022-23 school in Uinta County School 
District 4. Goal 2-Objective 1 of our district strategic plan states that the district will meet or 
exceed a 95% daily student attendance rate. The district strives to increase student 
attendance by providing relevant learning to our students and a warm, friendly 
environment that supports the academic, physical, and emotional needs of our students. 


 


 We had 88% of our high school students participate in activities/athletics during the 2022-
2023 school year. Studies show that students who participate in extra-curricular activities 
have a higher GPA in high school. We appreciate the coaches and sponsors who provide 
these extra-curricular opportunities for our students to enjoy. 
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 The school district recognized some outstanding 5th, 8th, and 12th grade students at our 
annual President’s Education Awards Program (PEAP) banquet. Those students recognized 
performed at or above the 85th percentile in either reading and/or math on a standardized 
test and achieved a grade point average of 
at least a 3.5. In its simplest form, the 
PEAP banquet honors students who are in 
the top 15% in the nation in reading 
and/or math. 


If Uinta 4’s numbers held true as 


compared to the rest of the nation, we 


should have honored 26 total 5th, 8th, 


and 12th graders. Instead, we honored 71 


students. Beating the odds in this regard is 


not by blind luck or accident. It is made possible by the positive relationship that exists 


between families and this school district. A relationship based on trust and commitment 


with an unwavering focus on doing what is best for our kids. The PEAP banquet was a 


celebration of student success that is a product of an entire community making student 


success the top priority. Thank you to parents and grandparents for being our teammates as 


we educate your kids. Thank you to the staff members in our schools for your commitment 


and effort. Thank you to our students for putting forth your best effort in the classroom. 


 Mountain View High School once again hosted a foreign exchange student during the 2022-


23 school year. Hosting an exchange student from another part of the world, allows us to 


better understand our differences and appreciate our similarities. Namfa from Thailand was 


a welcomed addition to Mountain View High School, as was Chloe from France during the 


2021-22 school year. The school district believes that it is very beneficial for our own 


students to have the opportunity to meet and interact with students from different 


cultures. 
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 A number of Uinta 4 staff were recognized during the past year for their achievements. 


These achievements are typically highlighted in the district’s Spotlight on Success program 


(online here), and at monthly school board meetings. Notably: 


 
Isaac Kiefer 
Mountain View High 
School Cross Country 
Coach selected as the 
U.S Track and Field 
and Cross County 
Association Coach of 
the Year for the state 
of Wyoming. 


 
Carmen Erickson 
Transportation 
Trainer/Bus Driver 
demonstrated 
excellence at the bus 
rodeo training in 
Casper this past 
summer, 5th place in 
the Transit Class 
based on a variety of 
driving challenges. 


 
Jeff Newton 
Superintendent 
awarded the Myron 
Basom Educational 
Leadership Award by 
the Wyoming 
Association of School 
Administrators, 
demonstrating his 
ability to positively 
impact education. 


 
Ben Carr 
Mountain View High 
School Principal 
named the 2023 
Wyoming State 
Secondary Principal 
of the Year by the 
Wyoming Association 
of Secondary School 
Principals. 


 


 
The Mountain View High School Boys’ Cross Country team repeated as state champions 


when they won the 2022-23 Class 3A State Cross Country Championship. 



https://sites.google.com/uinta4.com/uinta-4-spotlight/main?pli=1





Uinta County School District No. Four  2023 Annual Stakeholders Report 


 


 
8 


 
The Mountain View High School Volleyball team won the 


2022 Class 3A State Volleyball Championship. 


 
The Mountain View High School Cheer Team won the Class 3A Stunt Cheer State 


Championship Award. (Bridger Valley Pioneer courtesy photo) 


 School districts in Wyoming were able administer the ACT and the WY-TOPP test this past 


year in a more “normal” setting. We are very pleased of our results when compared to the 


state average. 


Over the past five years, our middle school students have taken 35 different subtests on the 


WY-TOPP and scored above the state average on 32 of those subtests! We believe these 


amazing results are product of excellent teaching and learning in our entire K-8 system. 
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Mountain View High School vs. State on the 2023 ACT: 


 


Mountain View Grades 3-10 vs. State on the 2023 Language Arts WY-TOPP 
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Mountain View Grades 3-10 vs. State on the 2023 Math WY-TOPP 


 


Mountain View Grades 4, 8, and 10 vs. State on the 2023 Science WY-TOPP 
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 In our quest for continuous improvement, Uinta 4 implemented the Professional Learning 


Community (PLC) process via collaborative learning teams during the 2017-18 school year 


and we continue to find success with this model. These teams focus on students learning at 


high levels, collective responsibility by staff members in this effort and results of improved 


student learning validated by formative and summative assessments. This process 


continued during the 2022-23 school year. Collaborative learning teams met the 2nd and 


4th Wednesday of every month. These teams either met from 7:00 to 7:45 in the morning 


or from 3:30-4:15 in the afternoon. Additionally, during the first 90 minutes of each staff 


development day (8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.) collaborative learning teams will meet as part of 


the PLC process. 


 This graph indicates Uinta 4’s K-12 enrollment data over the past ten years. As you can see, 


the district has enjoyed stable enrollment numbers for the most part. Recently, we have 


seen smaller Kindergarten classes every other year. Remember, funding for school districts 


in Wyoming is based on Average Daily Membership (ADM) so projected enrollment is 


something we track very carefully. 
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 On May 26th, 56 seniors graduated from high school. Though we hated to see our seniors 


leave, we wish them the best and know they will find success! Congratulation to the Class of 


2023 Valedictorian, Wyatt Jensen and Salutatorian, Jayda Kenison. 


 


 Below is a summary of Uinta 4’s graduation rate as compared to the state of Wyoming’s 


over the past thirteen years. You will notice that Uinta 4 has surpassed the state average in 


twelve of these years. You will also notice that there have been eight times in the past 


thirteen years that Uinta 4’s graduation rate has surpassed the state of Wyoming’s by 8% or 


more. 


Graduation rate is calculated based on the percentage of freshmen who receive a high 


school diploma within four years. GED students and any special situations that require a 


student to stay in high school beyond four years count against a school’s graduation rate. 


Additionally, if a new student moves in during high school, it is expected that they graduate 


on time with their class or they too will count against our graduation rate. Mountain View 


High School’s graduation rate is certainly something to be proud of and it is something that 


the district will continue to focus on as we look toward continuous improvement in our 


district. 
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District Strategic Plan 
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Student Achievement Data 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Traditional High Schools 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Traditional High Schools 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Traditional High Schools 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Traditional High Schools 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Traditional High Schools 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Traditional High Schools 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Elementary and Middle School Grades 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Elementary and Middle School Grades 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Elementary and Middle School Grades 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Elementary and Middle School Grades 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Elementary and Middle School Grades 
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2022-23 School Performance Report for Elementary and Middle School Grades 
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Finances 
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In the education community, student mobility occurs when a student moves from one school to 


another for a reason other than promotion, most frequently a change in residence. Mobility is a 


factor in the state’s effective direction of funds to school districts.







 


 


 


Go Buffalos! 
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